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Our great Nation is at peace, but peace demands of us a commitment to 
defend the system of government that has so effectively ensured our free
doms. To encourage our vigilance and so that we may rededicate ourselves 
to sustaining the great American ideals, the Congress, by joint resolution 
approved July 18, 1958 (72 Stat. 369, 36 U.S.C. 162), has designated May 1 of 
each year as "Loyalty Day." 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim May 1, 1986, as Loyalty Day and call upon 
all Americans and all patriotic, civic, fraternal, and educational organiza
tions to observe that day with appropriate ceremonies. I also call upon gov
ernment officials to display the flag of the United States on all government 
buildings and grounds on that day. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day of 
May, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-six, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and tenth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5472 of May 7,1986 

National Barrier Awareness Day, 1986 

By the President of the United States of America ' • 
A Proclamation «; 

Today some 36 million Americans suffer from some form of handicap. 
Eighty percent of Americans will experience some disability in their life
time. That makes it necessary for all of us to understand and appreciate 
both the barriers they must surmount and the contributions that they can 
make to our society. 

Many disabled people face financial, cultural, and physical barriers be
cause of a lack of public understanding of their needs. We must become 
more aware of the barriers that prevent or inhibit so many of our fellow 
Americans from participating fully in the life of our society, and how much 
more they could contribute if those obstacles were removed. 

This can begin with recognizing the outstanding achievements of many dis
abled citizens. These heroes, often unsung, have done much to enrich their 
lives and ours. Let us all resolve to act positively toward those who must 
cope with the challenge of physical handicaps. We all have much to gain if 
they are able to live up to their full potential. 

The Congress, by House Joint Resolution 544, has designated May 7, 1986, 
as "National Barrier Awareness Day" and has authorized and requested the 
President to issue a proclamation in observance of this event. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim May 7, 1986, as National Barrier Aware
ness Day. I call upon my fellow citizens to observe this day with appropri
ate programs and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventh day of 
May, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-six, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and tenth. 

RONALD REAGAN 
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